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A NARRATIVE 
Of the DREYNING ofthe | 


Great Level of the FENNS, 


EXTENDING 
Into the Counties of Northampton, Norfolke, Suffolke, Lincolne, ( ambridge- 


and Huntington, and the Je of Ely, containing above 
Three hundred thouſand Acres. 


Y a Law of Sewers then made for dreyning of the ſaid Level, King FAME S was declared to be the 
TY Undertaker of that Work, and to have for His recompence One hundred and twenty thouſand Acres. 
This Dreyning was without effec. 
another Law of Sewers, Francis late Earl of Bedford, at the requeſt of che Countrey, undertook to dreyn 
ne Level, and the Countrey gave him for his recompence Ninety five thouſand Acres onely, whereof 
: King EHARLES was to have I 2000, Acres, 


ſaid Earl took to his aſſiſtance divers Participants, expended great ſummes of money, performed the 
, had Judgment, and the 95000, Acres ſet out by the Commiſſioners of Sewers, and by agreement 
ſt themſelves the lot and ſhare of ſach as paid not their Taxes was to be ſold, | 


n complaint that the ſaid Level was not perfeRtly dreyned, the late King CHARLE F, by a Law of Sew- 
ts declared tobe Undertaker to dreyn the ſame (:»tcr alia) and was to have tor His recompence nor only 
' 95000. Acres ſet out unto the ſaid late Earl;but alſd 57000, Acres more out of the ſame places and Pa- 
-hin the ſame Level, and the ſaid late Earl and his Participants were to have had 40000, Acres of the 
Acres freed of Taxes tor their charges expended, which had been of more advantage than the 95000 
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ſuance of this Law His late Majeſty did exper upon the Work of dreyning, but before any conſidera- 
ter done, the Work was declined, 2nd the Countrey entred upon the ſaid 95000, Acres, Et, 


(aid late Earl and his Participan's made application to the then Parliament, and had their Caſe com- 
but the Wars happening, the Works made aſwell by the faid late Earl as by the King, fell to decay,and 
-; ruinous and uſeleſs, | 7 


* now Earl of Bedford and the Participants of his late Father, did conſtantly continue the proſecution 

right, and 29 May 1649. procured a pretended At of Parliament to dreyn the ſaid:Levyel, and to have 
41r recompence the ſaid 95000, Acres onely, as ſer out in 13 Car. with power to (ell che ſhares of ſuch as 
;0t their Taxes. ; | 


be ſaid Earl and his Participants proceeded inthe ſaid Work, and perfeted the ſame, expended above 
' zo00l, had Judgment and were put into poſſeſſion. 


f - 
/ 1a the carrying on of that Work the ſhares of ſome Adventurers were ſold for non-payment of Taxes to 


ſuch perſons as would pay the Taxzs arere onely, and wichout any advantage to the ſaid Earl and his Partici- 


pants, and not any one Adyenturer but might have been admitted to his ſhare upon payment of Taxes. 


The charges of dreyning expended are much more than the Lands are worth to be ſold, beſides there will 


be a conſtant yearly charge of about 8000 /, for the maintenance of the Works, 


I. In this Work the Adventurers have gained a great improvement to the Kingdome, in recovering ſo 
much Land from the Waters. . = 


2, The Kings Cuſtomes by cole-ſeed Grain and other Commodities muck increaſed. 


3- Great increaſe of all ſorts of Grain, Cattel, Butter and Cheeſe ; the Level planted and built upon, and 
the ſubſiſtence of thouſands of Families depend upon the preſervation of this Work, 


4. In the proſecution of this Work the Adventurers have exhauſted their Eſtates, ſome to their ruine, bur 
all to very greatloſs, and in equity ought to have a further recompence and encouragement, the Countrey 
being the onely gainers. - 


